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Abstract 
This paper tries to highlight the expansion in time and space of the use of XBRL language at European level, by indicating the 
main entities involved in this process, both as structures that recommend or require the implementation of the language and as 
users, as well as the presentation of the ongoing projects and the perspectives on the progress of this modern language. The aim
of our research is to provide those interested, in a summary form, current information regarding the use of XBRL in Europe and 
to offer indications, by expressing personal opinions, concerning the factors that will influence the future evolution of this 
language. 
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1. Introduction 
XBRL (eXtensible Business Reporting Language) is defined by Bergeron (2003) as an open, platform-
independent, international standard for the timely, accurate, efficient, and cost-effective electronic storage, 
manipulation, repurposing, and communication of financial and business reporting data. According to Premuroso 
and Bhattacharya (2008), through the modular representation of information this standard aims, among other things, 
reducing the information asymmetry resulted from incompatible global reporting formats.
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Since its inception and until today, XBRL has experienced a continuous development worldwide, aspect marked 
not only by the creation of a large number of jurisdictions (currently, there are 22 active jurisdictions, of which 13 at 
European level - see Fig. 1) and the interest shown by a growing number of organizations in using this language, but 
also by the expansion of the projects concerning various aspects of business reporting implemented or under 
implementation at the level of different types of entities. 
Fig. 1. Established XBRL jurisdictions.  
It is considered by Hannon (2004) and Stergiaki et al. (2013) that XBRL adoption rate in Europe is accelerating 
mostly because of the convergence with International Financial Reporting Standards. Otherwise, it is well known 
that the European Union supports the transition to IFRS through the requirement for companies listed on European 
stock exchanges to apply these standards, from 1 January 2005, in preparing the consolidated financial statements, as 
resulting from the Regulation no. 1606/2002, and the already existence of a taxonomy created based on these 
standards can improve the external financial communication by involving some substantially reduced costs. 
We can, however, observe that the expansion of XBRL use also has been achieved in the provision of other types 
of information, even if the financial reporting, whether it is based on the international standards or on different 
national regulations, still has a special place. 
If information on XBRL evolution in different European countries we can find in many studies, few works are 
dealing, in particular, with the progress of this language at European level. Among the issues captured in these latter 
ones, we mention: the role of XBRL in the case of International Accounting Standards adoption in Europe, presented 
by Bonsón (2001); some of the XBRL projects ongoing at European level, indicated by Hannon (2004) and Woolfe 
(2008); the importance of creating an XBRL taxonomy based on the content of the Solvency II directive, given the 
success of the implementation of this language in the case of COREP and FINREP frameworks, analyzed by Bonsón 
et al. (2010); the factors that influenced the acceptance and usage of XBRL, presented by Stergiaki et al. (2013). 
In our paper we tried to provide information on the main entities involved in supporting the use of XBRL at 
European level and the ongoing projects at the moment and we expressed opinions regarding the possibility of 
expanding in the future the use of this language in Europe. 
2. Entities involved in supporting the use of XBRL 
The appreciations for the XBRL language made over time led a number of European entities to analyze its 
usefulness and to engage in different actions aiming at the promotion or implementation of this modern standard. We 
refer here to various regulatory bodies or professional bodies working in different fields, to entities that chose to 
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form jurisdictions or to become members of XBRL International consortium or of some already created 
jurisdictions, to organizations that decided to individually bring their contribution to the promotion of this language 
or that are concerned with the implementation of the language or the creation of some software products that enable 
designing taxonomies and generating instances or working with information in XBRL format etc. 
At the European Union level we notice the concern to adopt XBRL in order to improve reporting, first, from the 
content of the European Parliament resolutions of 21 May 2008 and 18 December 2008, respectively. Thus, it is 
specified that the new technologies, such as electronic reporting formats, like XBRL, should make it possible to 
meet disclosure requirements economically, efficiently and swiftly in the case of listed companies, and it is 
mentioned that the Parliament strongly promotes the use of new technology (such as XBRL) and urges the 
Commission to present a roadmap for introducing XBRL reporting in the EU. It is also reminded to the Commission 
that a uniform standard will reduce the administrative burden for all small and medium-sized companies and will 
increase transparency for all relevant stakeholders, and that simplification should also be greatly stimulated by a 
structured European introduction of XBRL. 
The interest in introducing the XBRL language also results from the efforts made in order to simplify the data 
transfer from enterprises to national statistical authorities. Thus, the measures taken at European level for more 
efficient extraction, transmission and processing of data consist, among others, as presented in a recent report from 
the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council (2012), in providing support for the development of IT 
systems for the collection of statistical data from enterprises, the development of national statistical taxonomies and 
the creation of national statistical XBRL taxonomies. 
In order to foster regional communication and coordination in Europe, in June 2008 was created, under the 
initiative of XBRL International consortium and some European jurisdictions, the non-profit organization XBRL 
Europe. This is neither a jurisdiction nor a direct member of the consortium mentioned, but an affiliated entity which 
objectives are: to promote a platform for the creation and exchange of business information at European level; to 
promote and support the standardization of electronic business information through the use of the XBRL standard; to 
support its members in different actions or in solving problems related to XBRL standard; to support European 
regional XBRL projects; to develop European XBRL taxonomies and contribute to the harmonization of national 
XBRL implementations, with special focus on cross-border organizations etc. It must be mentioned that the 
European jurisdictions of XBRL International does not automatically become members of XBRL Europe, but only if 
they want this and satisfy, at the same time, a number of criteria set out by the latter organization. 
To achieve its mission, XBRL Europe organization created through XBRL Europe Business Registers Working 
Group the xEBR Taxonomy that defines common concepts for company identification and financial statements and 
aims to be a connecting pivot between existing national taxonomies for more data exchanges across Europe. 
Among other entities recognized at European level which were involved in creating taxonomies, we mention: 
IFRS Foundation (IFRS Taxonomy, based on the International Financial Reporting Standards); European Banking 
Authority (COREP Taxonomy, based on the Common Reporting Framework and FINREP Taxonomy, based on the 
Financial Reporting Framework); European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (Solvency II 
Taxonomy, based on the content of the Solvency II directive concerning the activities of insurance and reinsurance); 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI Taxonomy, developed in collaboration with Deloitte and used for sustainability 
reporting under the G3 and G3.1 Guidelines); Carbon Disclosure Project and Climate Disclosure Standards Board 
(Climate Change Reporting Taxonomy, based on the CDP System and CDSB’s Climate Change Reporting 
Framework). 
The progress of XBRL in Europe was also favored by the interest shown by more and more software providers in 
designing products that allow, especially, achieving the following types of operations related to XBRL taxonomies 
and instances: creation, modification, mapping, validation, visualization and analysis. It must be mentioned that the 
large variety of existing products requires making complex analysis in order to select the most appropriate software 
solution. 
In the following section, we made a summary presentation of the main European XBRL projects in order to 
highlight the types of entities locally involved in creating taxonomies, the field of reporting they are interested in and 
the types of XBRL users. 
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3. Ongoing projects at European level  
The European XBRL projects aim at the relation between different types of public or private entities: enterprises, 
non-profit organizations, credit institutions, mutual funds companies, currency exchange bureaux, mutual guarantee 
companies, appraisal companies etc., on the one hand, and companies registration offices, tax authorities, banks, 
securities regulators, statistical institutes etc., on the other hand. 
In Table 1 we tried to capture some aspects concerning the main ongoing projects in Europe. To achieve this 
synthesis we used, in particular, the information published on the website of XBRL International consortium and 
that posted on the websites of various jurisdictions and organizations involved in the development or implementation 
of projects regarding the XBRL language. 
Table 1. European XBRL projects. 
Jurisdiction Main XBRL projects (Organizations Sponsoring Projects) Area covered Types of entities covered Status 
XBRL Belgium Central Balance Sheet Office
(National Bank of Belgium, Central 
Balance Sheet Office)
Annual accounts  Non-financial enterprises, 
associations and foundations 
Implemented  
and mandatory  
Commission Bancaire Financier 
Assurance XBRL Project
(Financial Services and Markets 
Authority)
Financial reporting  
Solvency reporting 
Credit institutions 
Credit institutions, investment 
firms, settlement institutions 
and financial holdings 
Implemented  
and mandatory  
Federal Service Finance - Tax 
Administration  
(Federal Public Service Finance) 
Corporate tax 
reporting 
Companies Implemented  
and optional 
National Institute for Statistics  
(Directorate General Statistics and 
Economic Information)
Annual surveys on 
the structure of the 
companies 
Companies Implemented  
and optional 
XBRL CH - 
Switzerland 
OR Taxonomy 
(XBRL CH - Switzerland) 
Financial reporting 
in accordance with 
the Swiss Code of 
Obligations 
Companies Developed 
XBRL Denmark Danish Commerce and Companies 
Agency (DCCA) Project  
(Danish Business Authority)
Annual report 
prepared in 
accordance with the 
Danish Financial 
Statements Act 
Small companies subject to 
the reporting class B, medium 
and large companies subject to 
the reporting class C 
Listed and state-owned 
companies subject to the 
reporting class D 
Implemented  
and mandatory  
Implemented  
and mandatory after 
12/31/2013 
XBRL France Commission Bancaire XBRL Project 
(Bank of France, Banking Commission) 
COREP and 
FINREP reports 
Financial institutions Implemented 
 and mandatory 
Infogreffe XBRL Project  
(XBRL France) 
Annual accounts Companies Implemented  
and optional 
XBRL Germany Deutsche Bundesbank Project  
(Deutsche Bundesbank) 
Specific 
information on 
securitisation
positions 
Contribution to 
group solvency  
Other solvency 
reports 
Credit institutions 
Financial services 
institutions 
Implemented  
and mandatory  
Implemented  
and optional 
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Jurisdiction Main XBRL projects (Organizations Sponsoring Projects) Area covered Types of entities covered Status 
XBRL Germany Generate XBRL Reports from ERP 
System  
(Datev eG) 
Financial reporting Companies Implemented 
and optional  
IFRS IFRS Taxonomy 
(IFRS Foundation) 
Financial reporting Entities reporting under 
IFRS 
Developed
XBRL Ireland Central Bank and Financial Services 
Authority of Ireland XBRL Project 
(Central Bank of Ireland)  
Prudential
reporting under 
COREP and 
FINREP 
frameworks 
Credit institutions Implemented  
and optional 
Companies Registration Office 
(Ireland) XBRL Project 
(Companies Registration Office) 
Financial
statements 
Companies Implemented  
and optional 
XBRL Italy Direct Reporting of Foreign 
Investments 
(Bank of Italy)  
Information on 
foreign transactions 
Companies Implemented  
and optional 
Italian Government XBRL Reporting 
Requirements  
(Unioncamere/InfoCamere –  Italian 
Business Register) 
Financial
statements 
Limited liability companies Implemented  
and mandatory 
XBRL Luxembourg Commission Surveillance Secteur 
Financier Project  
(Financial Sector Supervisory 
Commission) 
Prudential
reporting 
Entities under the 
supervision of  the CSSF 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
XBRL Netherlands Dutch SBR (in the past, Dutch 
Taxonomy Project) 
(Ministry of Finance) 
Tax filings 
Financial
statements  
Economic statistics 
Companies Implemented  
and mandatory  
Implemented  
and optional 
Dutch Water Boards XBRL Project 
(Association of Water Boards)  
Quarterly financial 
reports 
Water boards Implemented  
and optional 
The Dutch Bank XBRL Project  
(The Dutch Bank)  
Credit reports Companies Implemented  
and optional 
XBRL Spain Bank of Spain (Financial statements)  
(Bank of Spain) 
Financial
statements 
Credit institutions, currency 
exchange bureaux, mutual 
guarantee companies, 
appraisal companies 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
Bank of Spain Central Balance Sheet 
Data Office  
(Bank of Spain)  
Annual
questionnaires on 
economico-
financial
information 
Non-financial enterprises Implemented  
and optional 
CONTAEP  
(General State Comptroller)  
Annual accounts 
and other 
information 
Public sector enterprises and 
foundations 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
CONTAEPA  
(General State Comptroller)  
Annual accounts 
and other 
information 
Entities with limited or 
estimated budgets that are 
required to apply the 
Accounting Instruction for 
the Institutional 
Administration of the State 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
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Jurisdiction Main XBRL projects (Organizations Sponsoring Projects) Area covered Types of entities covered Status 
XBRL Spain CONTALOC  
(General State Comptroller)  
Annual accounts Local entities and their 
autonomous bodies 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
(Spanish Association of Accounting and 
Business Administration) 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility 
reports 
All types of entities Implemented  
and optional 
NOFCAC2010
(Institute of Accounting and Accounts 
Auditing) 
Consolidated
annual accounts 
Companies Implemented  
and mandatory 
PGC2007
(Institute of Accounting and Accounts 
Auditing) 
Individual annual 
accounts 
Companies Implemented  
and mandatory 
Spanish Securities Commission 
(CNMV) 
(National Securities Market 
Commission) 
Financial reporting Listed companies, mutual 
funds and securitization fund 
management companies  
Implemented  
and mandatory 
XBRL Sweden XBRL Project at The Swedish 
Companies Registration Office 
(Bolagsverket)  
(Swedish Companies Registration 
Office “Bolagsverket”) 
Annual accounts 
and auditor's report 
Small and Medium-sized 
Entities under the Swedish 
GAAP 
Implemented  
and optional  
XBRL United Kingdom Corporation Tax Online  
(HM Revenue & Customs) 
Tax information With very few exceptions, 
all companies and 
organisations that are liable 
for Corporation Tax 
Implemented  
and mandatory 
E-accounts filing
(Companies House) 
Annual reports and 
accounts 
Limited companies Implemented  
and optional  
Besides the ongoing projects at the level of different XBRL jurisdictions, there are projects implemented or under 
implementation in other European areas. In a work presented with the occasion of the 26th XBRL International 
Conference, Maguet (2013) indicates that there are more than 55 XBRL projects in 19 European countries for 
national reporting or at European level for European reporting. 
Concerning Romania, the XBRL language is not used here as a reporting standard, although there have been 
some movements in this direction, the first one being the creation of a provisional jurisdiction in December 2009 but 
which did not become established in the time it had available. 
In what follows, we tried to capture and provide explanations on the key factors influencing the progress of 
XBRL.
4. The future of XBRL language in Europe 
The adoption of a new technology is influenced by a variety of factors and represents the result of adapting to the 
changes in the environment in which information is produced and used. 
A review of the literature helps us to identify a relatively large number of factors that influence the shift to XBRL 
in general or in different areas of the world. If Troshani and Doolin (2005) analyzed the drivers as well as the 
inhibitors of XBRL adoption, Pinsker, R. (2008), Premuroso and Bhattacharya (2008), Bonsón et al. (2009) and 
Henderson et al. (2011) insisted on the drivers of XBRL adoption and Cordery et al. (2011) and Steenkamp and Nel 
(2012) examined the factors associated with the non-adoption of XBRL. 
Of the many factors presented in these studies, we find very important for the expansion of XBRL in Europe, 
given the experience of other areas of the world, first: the compulsory or optional nature of the requirement to 
provide information in XBRL format; the level of understanding the benefits and costs involved by the 
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implementation of this standard; the degree of understanding the XBRL language and how can be used different 
software products in working with information in such a format. 
In this regard, we consider that those entities recognized at European or national level who want to implement the 
new technology should first proceed to a request for a voluntary submission of information in XBRL format, not 
only in order to see to what extent it is accepted or considered useful, but also, in some cases, in order not to 
complicate the situation of some organizations for which the transition to the new way of reporting would be 
premature. We believe that, in this way, the organizations that do not choose from the beginning to make the change 
will realize that they will have to take certain measures in order to adapt, in time, to the new conditions that are 
likely to become mandatory. 
We also believe that an important role in this process have the professional bodies that could provide to potential 
users information on the structure, importance and implementation of the new language and offer training on XBRL 
software functionality. 
However, given the trend in recent years, it is expected that the expansion of XBRL use in Europe will continue. 
5. Conclusions 
This study investigates the progress of XBRL in Europe and tries to provide explanations on the main factors 
influencing the future adoption of the language by European organizations.  
As presented in our paper, XBRL has experienced a large expansion in Europe due to the involvement of a 
growing number of entities recognized at European level or locally in promoting the language, designing taxonomies 
concerning various aspects of business reporting, creating appropriate software or using the new reporting standard. 
Among the aspects that make the object of the XBRL ongoing projects, we mention: the financial reporting; the 
prudential reporting; the tax information; the preparation of credit reports, economic statistics, corporate social 
responsibility reports etc. 
To determine more organizations to adopt XBRL it is important, at the beginning, not to force them but leave 
them free to choose if using the new technology and also to offer them, through the professional bodies, by well-
prepared own or invited staff, information on the taxonomies development and instance documents creation process, 
the benefits and costs that the implementation of the language involves and the functionality of the existing software 
in the field. We consider that, in this way, will increase the awareness of the need to make the change. 
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